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Fits, Faint, Funny Turns
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E-mail: somtia@kku.ac.th

Transient loss of conscious : 3F
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�BP: postural hypotension 
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Diagnostic accuracy of specific items from history taking

3.00.690.945.00.830.85Postictal confusion 
5.80.940.3316.90.980.29Cyanosis 
NRNRNR1.50.550.68Duration loss of cons. (>5 min) 
3.40.950.162.60.850.39Muscle pain
13.50.970.43NRNRNRTurning of the head 
16.50.970.457.30.940.41Tongue biting 
LR+ Spec SensLR+ Spec Sens

Sheldon Hoefnagels
Factors strongly suggesting epilepsy

Diagnostic accuracy of specific items from history taking 

Sens = sensitivity; spec = specificity; LR+ likelihood ratio of a positive test; NR= not reported

NRNRNR2.80.660.81Paleness 

2.60.730.73NRNRNRHistory of pre-syncope 

4.70.940.28140.980.28Nausea 

5.90.940.35180.980.36Sweating prior or standing 
20.40.980.40NRNRNRProlonged sitting or standing
LR+ Spec SensLR+ Spec Sens

Sheldon Hoefnagels
Factors strongly suggesting syncope



3

Questions to determine whether loss of consciousness is due to seizures or syncope

1Has anyone ever noted that you are unresponsive, have unusual 
posturing or have jerking limbs during your spells or have on 
memory of your spells afterwards? 

1Has anyone ever noted your head turning during a spell? 

1At times is emotional stress associated with losing 
consciousness? 

1At times do you have a sense of déjà vu or jamais vu before your 
spells? 

2At times do you wake with a cut tongue after your spells? 

Points 
(If Yes)Question

Questions to determine whether loss of consciousness is due to seizures or syncope

The patient has seizures if the point score is ≥≥≥≥1, and syncope if the point score is≤≤≤≤1

-2Is prolonged sitting or standing associated with your spells?

-2At times do you sweat before your spells? 

-2Have you ever had lightheaded spells? 

1 Has anyone ever noted that you are confused after a spell? 

Points 
(If Yes)Question

"
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�Deja VU
�Jamais VU
�Aphasia
�Aura
�Post-event delirium
�Focal neurological deficit 
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EEG

�Ictal, post-ictal, inter-ictal EEG
�Sleep deprived EEG
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Brain imaging 
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Prolactin level 

�Post-ictal 1 hr
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