Fits, Faint, Funny Turns
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Diagnostic accuracy of specific items from history taking

Diagnostic accuracy of specific items from history taking

Factors strongly suggesting epilepsy

Factors strongly suggesting syncope

Hoefnagels Sheldon Hoefnagels Sheldon
Sens |Spec |LR+ |Sens |Spec |LR+ Sens |Spec |LR+ |Sens |Spec |LR+
Tongue biting 041 (094 |73 |0.45 [0.97 |16.5 Prolonged sitting or standing NR [NR NR [0.40 (0.98 |20.4
Turning of the head NR |NR NR |0.43 |0.97 |13.5 Sweating prior or standing 0.36 {0.98 |18 |0.35 |0.94 |59
Muscle pain 0.39 |0.85 2.6 |0.16 |0.95 3.4 Nausea 0.28 [0.98 14 0.28 1094 (4.7
Duration loss of cons. (>5 min) {0.68 [0.55 |[1.5 |[NR |NR |NR
¢ ) History of pre-syncope NR |NR NR |0.73 |0.73 |2.6
Cyanosis 0.29 ({098 |16.9 0.33 |0.94 5.8
Paleness 0.81 [0.66 |28 [NR |NR |NR
Postictal confusion 0.85 |0.83 5.0 [0.94 [0.69 |3.0
Sens = sensitivity; spec = specificity; LR+ likelihood ratio of a positive test; NR= not reported




Questions to determine whether loss of consciousness is due to seizures or syncope

Points
Question (If Yes)
At times do you wake with a cut tongue after your spells? 2

At times do you have a sense of déja vu or jamais vu before your 1
spells?

At times is emotional stress associated with losing 1
consciousness?

Has anyone ever noted your head turning during a spell? 1
Has anyone ever noted that you are unresponsive, have unusual 1

posturing or have jerking limbs during your spells or have on
memory of your spells afterwards?

Questions to determine whether loss of consciousness is due to seizures or syncope

Points
Question (If Yes)
Has anyone ever noted that you are confused after a spell? 1
Have you ever had lightheaded spells? -2
At times do you sweat before your spells? -2

Is prolonged sitting or standing associated with your spells? -2
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The patient has seizures if the point score is 21, and syncope if the point score is<1
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EEG

chtal, post-ictal, inter-ictal EEG
DSIeep deprived EEG
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Brain imaging
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VDO EEG
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